These examples illustrate only a part of the development of the concept of comparative virology; they also indicate differences in the definition of the concept, from one concerning narrow comparisons among veterinary pathogens (WHO/FAO Programme) to one covering the broad relationships among human, animal, insect, plant and fungus viruses (Mont Gabriel Conferences). These differences in the breadth of the concept have also been seen in sessions and workshops at various virology meetings and congresses, and in the several books and other publications on this topic (see references). In any case, with the passage of time, the concept seems to have become more and more comprehensive and valuable. Viral diseases of man, animals, and plants continue to have a great influence on the development of human society. This is as true in the developing countries of Africa, South America, and Asia as it is in the developed areas of Europe and North America. Virus diseases must be investigated and controlled whether they affect society directly or via loss of food and fiber animals or agriculturally important plants. We cannot mortgage the world's capacity to produce sufficient food, fibers and other products because of insufficient interest or effort in disease control. We cannot accept the level of human suffering from viral diseases that we know to be the present reality. In order to focus the efforts and interests of those working on comparative aspects of virology, the Comparative Virology Steering Committee, in collaboration with a group of virologists meeting informally during the the creation of a 'Review of Comparative Virology' and the publication of books dealing with aspects of this subject the coordination of activities between any interested groups dealing with unusually broad virologic relationships (e.g., insect viruses for control of vector-borne animal or plant virus diseases, or common ecologic factors among virus diseases of animals, plants and insects, etc.) This Organization will also seek the financial resources which are indispensable for the realization of worthwhile objects. The underwriting of projects and programs will be sought from institutions designated as ex-officio components of the Organization and from other agencies of governments, universities, institutes ‚ and private foundations. In order to carry out these intentions, the Organization is directed by a representative Executive Committee, a larger Advisory Council, and four Function Committees: Training and Education, Reference and Diagnostic Services, Centres and Extension, Dissemination and Technical Information. Several well-known virologists (J.L. Melnick, K.Maramo-rosch, H. G. Pereira, D. C. Gajdusek, J. Salk, J. J. Callis, F. Fenner, A. F. Graham, L. Hirth, M. C. Horzinek, E. H.Lennette, N. Oker-Blom, N.F.Stanley, T. W.Tinsley, F.Brown, M.Kan-toch, B. F. Semenov, J. G. Barrera-Oro, R. Ca-sas Olascoaga, P. M. Tukei, V. M. Zhdanov, Y. K. Inoue, R. T. B. Francki, R. E. F. Matthews, J.O.Bond, C.Hannoun, A.Fabíyi, K.M.Johnson, L. Mata, T. P. Monath, I. V. Per adze, S. Nejmi, C.H.Huang, A.J.Zuckerman, H.G. Schatzmayr, T. O.Diener, T.Muyembe, C.A.A. Quenum, T.H. Work, P.Brès, G.Barbanti-Bro-dano, L. Chiarappa, C.A.Palacios, and others) have agreed to serve within the Organization.
